Blood,
Sex, Magic...

Resident writer, Secretia, gets a sneek-peek into the fantastical world of “The Comicbook Man” and
finds out what drives someone to leave their regular job and embark on the lonely path of a storyteller.
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DOs and DON'Ts for someone that
wants to get started in comics.
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Is Violel aclually based on anyone?
“Visually, she looks like my girlfriend, Jen.
She's got the cheeky smile and the Marvel
eyebrows for it Violet's attitude may be a
combination of Jen's no-bulishit, sarcastic
approach 1o everything and my perverse
need to turn it all on it's head and make it

_freaky.” In which case, is the Dogwitch you?
' ‘Possibly. It's the idea that you're nol longer
ohliged 1o choose one thing from a pick 'n’

mix culture of fifteen minute religions and
fashions. It's the idea thal you can step back
and ulllise it all. It's where you go when you

» "\ no longer give a fuck. It's me in that sense.”
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a strong male hero-type lead character.
Recently, however, there have been more
and more stories dipping into darker/more
fantastical subjects with female lead
characters and anli-heroes etc. Where do
you feel Dogwitch fits in with this picture? “i
think that the autonomous, confident, self-
justified female protagonist figure has been
creeping its way lo the front for a while now,
Xena, Buffy, Tank Girl, Samantha Jones
(from Sex and the City), Ripley (from the
Alien movies). There's no new ground being
broken here. Jusi a different angle. A more
obvious one, probably, as Violet brandishes
whal | would class as a strictly female
potency!” b

Dogwitch is sold overseas, loo. Are *
people getling your sublle humour abroad?
“You mean you get it?” he laughs. “Alot of it
Is pretty obvious and laken at face value but
| think some of the sublieties may be gefting _
overlooked. Maybe they're loo sublle, Maybe
they're not funny. Maybe they're nol there.”

What does the future hold for you, ;
Dan? “I've gol art duties on some issues. .
of Poison Elves for Sirius, There are some’
guest-writing gigs coming up with a féw -
magazines, but nothing really solid yet. I'm -
not chasing anything as | can barely keep

up with what I'm doing now. 'm planning on® .+

getting a cup of tea in a minute, though *
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